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MAY 2018 

It’s been a big learning curve for me settling into the Commodore role since November, and I 

wanted to say a huge thank you to everyone who has helped me get up to speed. Running 

Maskwa takes a village and we would not have the strong Club that we do without our 

fantastic coaches, hard working athletes, dedicated board members, willing volunteers, and 

supportive families. One of the things I want to focus on this year is improving communication 

and transparency, so we are resurrecting the Maskwa Newsletter to help you all stayed 

informed. I hope you enjoy this first monthly newsletter and I look forward to seeing you all 

around the Club more often as we slide into summer!    
Debbie Spencer-Bond, 

Commodore 

Jon Pike,  

Head Coach 

As we get ready for another summer at Maskwa, I would like to welcome back all of the athletes 

and families from last year and give a big welcome to anyone new to the Club. While the sport 

of Canoe Kayak is seen as a summer sport, the work goes on year-round for the athletes: 

training for this year’s competitive season started last September, and continued on through 

the winter with our annual warm-weather training camp in Florida. Now at the Club, you can 

see athletes on the water every day, preparing for various upcoming national and provincial 

team trials… keep in mind that each of them started out as summer program kids. Maskwa is a 

place where you can achieve your goals, no matter what they are. Our programs range from our 

high performance athletes, trying to be the best in the world, to our Masters program, to many 

other programs in between, so just let us know what we can do for you. 

In other exciting news, Maskwa attended National Team trials in Gainesville, Georgia in April (held at the 1996 Olympic 

Canoe Kayak venue). Maskwa had the biggest contingent from any club, with 10 athletes lining up to perform against the 

best in Canada! The first races for the year are always exciting for the athletes, because it’s finally a chance to show the 

results of many months of hard winter training. Based on the results of these trials, Maskwa is proud to have three 

athletes named to the World Cup Tour Team with races in Hungary and Germany. Congratulations  to Men's Kayakers 

Mark De Jonge, Alex Scott and Men's Canoe athlete Bret Himmelman!  As well, another big congratulations to our other 

athletes who also competed:  Men's Kayak athletes, Liam O'Brien, Andrew Jessop, Jacob Steele and Mark Marschalko, as 

well as Women's Kayak athletes Alexa Irvin, Anna Negulic and Ashley Card.  
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With the summer season quickly 

approaching, we have been busy 

hiring our summer staff and 

getting some of the key positions 

started early to lay the ground 

work for a great summer. 

With the transition to summer programming, we bid 

farewell to Jill Steele and Jared Piercey as they move 

onto opportunities in their field of study. We wish them 

well as they start their careers! 
 

Welcome to Christian Brousseau, our new Office 

Administrator, and Alyssa Melnyk, our Summer 

Manager. Christian is new to the Maskwa family and 

very happy to be here. Her skills and experience will 

greatly benefit Maskwa as we work towards making our 

already great club even better. Alyssa is a familiar face 

to Maskwa and will be taking all that she learned 

working in the Day Camp program and as Assistant 

Manager in previous summers into her new role. Both 

Christian and Alyssa have already started their new 

positions so feel free to pop into the office sometime to 

say hello! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2ND,  

11:00am - 2:00pm  

SUMMER ORIENTATION 

New to the program and not sure what to 

expect this summer? Wondering what the 

“bun” is that you need for war canoe?  Join us 

on: 

 

 

 

to check out the Club facilities and ask any 

questions you may have. We’ll also have 

buns, lifebelts, and Maskwa gear on sale  

(cash only), so this is a great time to pick up 

everything you need for summer. Also, if you 

don’t already have a racing singlet for 

summer, you can order yours at:   

http://headlinepromotions.ca/maskwa/ 

Buns: $30 

Lifebelts: $35-$40  

(depending on size) 

We had the fun of the bonfire in the fall, and now it’s time to clean up the beach and all areas 

around the Club, to get ready for summer. Please join us this Saturday, May 12th for our 

1st Annual Spring Clean-Up Party from 9:00am-3:00pm (hopefully, we’ll end sooner if 

we have lots of helpers!). We’ve had spring cleanup days in the past, but this time we’re going 

to step up the fun factor and turn it into a P A R T Y! The tunes will 

be pumping, and we’ll have snacks and drinks on hand. We’ll need 

more rakes, shovels, and wheelbarrows than we have at the 

Club, so please bring these items from home if you can to help out. 

Thanks in advance for helping get the grounds looking beautiful! 
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If you’ve been to the Club lately, you’ve already noticed that the 

drive in is a lot smoother than it used to be during pothole 

season in Nova Scotia, thanks to an ACOA funding grant.  

Through the Canada 150 program, ACOA provided Maskwa with 

nearly $50,000 to pave the roadway and a portion of the parking 

lot . A huge thank you to the Maskwa volunteers who worked on 

the grant application and to our MP, Geoff Regan, who helped 

make this possible – it took some long hours and last minute 

scrambles to bring this together. Also, a huge shout out to 

Dexter's Construction who pulled out all stops, on short notice, 

to get this paving done in December as required to receive 

funding through the Canada 150 program; even keeping their 

plant open one extra day to make sure. They did a beautiful job 

on the paving too! 

If you’ve been around the Club for a while, you’ve likely noticed 

that our race course and docks were in need of replacing. Thanks 

to another offer of assistance from ACOA of nearly $14,000, we 

were able to purchase all of the supplies needed for the new 

race course and docks in March. Dan Dugie is now busy getting 

all of that assembled for summer. 

Another generous offer came to Maskwa this spring from the 

Councillors in our catchment area. A big thank you to Councillors 

Walker, Zuresky, Whitman, and Outhit for contributing a total 

$12,000 towards our new war canoe. We can’t wait to get that 

on the water! 

Suffice it to say, Maskwa is indeed very fortunate to have 

received funding assistance for all these special projects and it is 

a real tribute to the calibre of our athletes and volunteers who 

make this all possible.   

 

Reminder! Don’t forget to play your 
weekly toonie for a chance to win $$$!!! 

Contact info@maskwa.ca if you would 
like to learn more about this fundraiser. 

 

The athletes that train year-round in Jon, 

Jake, and Leah’s groups are off to Hatfield 

Farms on June 3rd for some cowboy 

adventures to kick off the summer.  

Plans are also in the works for lots of fun 

events this summer so stay tuned! 

SUMMER REGISTRATION: 

Registration for our summer 

programs is well underway and 

some of the programs are 

already at maximum capacity.  

To avoid disappointment, 

register soon.  

See next page for details on our 

programs... 

Looking to get a head start on the summer season and get back in the 

boats before July? It’s not too late to register and train with our Spring 

Development High Performance program that began on May 5th. The 

program runs until June 30th for U13, U15, and athletes in their last year 

of U11.  

Practices are being held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday from 

4:15pm to 6pm and Saturday from 9am to 11am. 

For more information, go to www.maskwa.ca -> Programs -> Paddling Programs 
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Kiddie Kayak is a 3 times a week program (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) for children between the ages of 

5 - 7 years.  The hour lesson program is designed to introduce children to the sport of paddling: kayaks, war 

canoe or dragon boat with an emphasis on fun and safety. A parent or guardian must be present during this 

Summer paddling is for everyone, and no experience is required for all of the summer paddling  levels. 

Beginners are exposed to canoes, kayaks, singles and team boats like the war canoe. Experienced paddlers can 

improve their skills and compete not only locally and regionally, but nationally and beyond. Every age group 

participates in dry land training, war canoe and small boat  training each day. Children will remain in their 

specific age groups, with the same coaches, throughout the entire summer. The summer paddling program is 

an 8-week program that runs on weekdays from Tuesday, July 3, 2018 until Friday, August 24, 2018. Hours are 

from 9:15am until 4:00pm and each day with a lunch break in the middle of the day. 

Children between the ages of 8 - 11 years old can register for an Adventure Day Camp. This is daytime drop

-off program focused on fun. Our weekly Adventure Day Camp provides children with the opportunity to 

stay active and make new friends. Our experienced camp counsellors provide your children with a mix of on

-water and off-water activities, including canoeing, kayaking, hiking, volleyball, swimming and crafts. Your 

children will explore paddling, with a focus on learning the basics in a safe environment. Approximately two 

hours each day are dedicated to exploring the lake in the boats.  

Any athlete registered in the Summer Season Paddling Program, or Kiddie Kayak programming can register for 

the swim programs. Each level/session is from Monday to Friday (daily) for two weeks over the summer 

season. Each level is comprised of a total of 10 classes ending in a report card. Lessons are unlimited 

throughout the summer (children can enroll in all sessions). Depending on the level, classes run during 

athlete’s dry-land training times between the hours of 9am and 4pm. 

Note: To register for any of the above programs, please visit www.maskwa.ca. 

Maskwa Aquatic Club 
91 Saskatoon Avenue 
Halifax, NS 
B3M 2B8 

(902) 443-0178 
info@maskwa.ca 
www.maskwa.ca 

Contact Us: 


